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Introduction 

    There are different ways of teaching vocabulary. However, some practices can be more effective than 
others if they follow certain principles. Students should be encouraged to notice how certain words 
perform in different contexts, preferably at the level of a text or paragraph. Words don’t exist in 
isolation. 

        Students’ dependence on their first language in clarifying the meaning of English words should be 
diplomatically discouraged. Understanding the meaning of a certain word in context can often be 
prevented by word-for-word translation. Therefore, where possible they should use a monolingual 
(English-English) instead of a bilingual dictionary.  

        Students should be encouraged to guess the meaning of unknown words where possible and to 
deduce the principles of vocabulary use in English on their own. This develops their awareness of how 
words work in context. 

Teaching vocabulary should be based on context and teachers should focus on exploring the relationship 
between words, phrases and the meanings they convey indifferent contexts. It is possible to design 
simple vocabulary tasks using authentic texts accompanied with thinking questions or other task types. 
Before developing a vocabulary task it is necessary to identify the specifications of the task you are 
going to develop. The book “Word games and activities with answers“ may be useful for this purpose.  

       The activities in this book fall into two categories: linguistic games and communicative games. In 
linguistic games, the goal of the game is linguistic accuracy: producing a correct structure, or, in the 
case of these vocabulary games, remembering the correct word. Communicative games, however, are 
activities with a goal or aim that is not linguistic. Successful completion of the game will involve the 
carrying out of a task such as drawing in a route on a map, filling in a chart, or finding two matching 
pictures, rather than the correct production of a structure. However, in order to carry out this task it 
will be necessary to use language and, by careful construction of the task, it will be possible to specify in 
advance what language will be required. 

      These games can be used at all stages of the progression from controlled to free practice, serving at 
one end of the range as a memory aid and repetition drill, at the other, as a chance to use language 
freely and as a means to an end rather than an end in itself. They can also serve as a diagnostic tool for 
the teacher, who can note areas of difficulty and take appropriate remedial action.  
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